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SUBJECT: MORE REACTION TO SADAT'S OFFER TO VISIT THE KNESSET 
REF: TEL AVIV 8166 

1 . SUMMARY: BEGIN WILL ASK THE KNESSET TOMORROW TO INVITE 
SADAT TO COME AND SPEAK BEFORE ISRAEL'S PARLIAMENT AND 
CONFER WITH THE POLITICAL PARTIES. AMID CONTINUED LIVELY 
SPECULATION THE PRESS IS INCREASINGLY AIRING THE VIEW THAT 
TOTAL WITHDRAWAL AND PALESTINIAN STATE ARE PRE- 
CONDITIONS TO SADAT’S COMING AND THE WHOLE THING IS A PLOY 
TO MAKE ISRAEL LOOK BAD. EVEN SO, ISRAELIS WELCOME SADAT'S 
OFFER- ESPECIALLY FOR HIS HAVING REPEATED IT. MEANWHILE, 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS SOFTENED ITS KNEE-JERK REACTION OF 
REJECTING ANY AMERICAN-PALESTINIAN PROFESSOR AT GENEVA. 
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END SUMMARY. 

2. FOLLOWING YESTERDAY’S CABINET SESSION THE PRIME MINI- 
STER'S OFFICE HAS ANNOUNCED THAT BEGIN WILL PROPOSE TO 
THE KNESSET ON NOVEMBER 15 THAT IT INVITE PRESIDENT SADAT 
TO ADDRESS IT AND TO CONFER PRIVATELY WITH EACH PARTY'S 
KNESSET FACTION. THE EARLIER TENTATIVE PLAN TO HAVE 
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BEGIN MAKE THE PROPOSAL TO THE KNESSET TODAY (NOVEMBER 14) 

WAS SCRAPPED IN FAVOR OF NOVEMBER 15 BECAUSE THE KNESSET 
SESSION ON THE LATTER DATE WILL BE DEVOTED TO A MEMORIAL 
FOR DAVID BEN GURION ON THE FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS 
DEATH. IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT BEN GURION WAS THE FIRST 
ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER TO DECLARE HIS READINESS TO MEET 
WITH ARAB LEADERS ANYWHERE AND THEREFORE HIS MEMORIAL WOULD 
BE A FITTING OCCASION FOR THE FORMAL KNESSET INVITATION 
TO SADAT. 

3. MEANWHILE, THE PRESS CONTINUES TO EXPLORE THE MEANING 
OF THE NEW BEGIN-SADAT DIALOGUE AND TO MARVEL AT THE POSSI- 
BILITY (NOT YET REGARDED AS CREDIBLE) OF A SADAT VISIT. 

SEVERAL PAPERS SPECULATE THATISRAEL WILL NOW TURN TO THE 
U.S. TO FOLLOW UP ON SADAT'S OFFER TO COME TO JERUSALEM. 

BEGIN IS REPORTED TO HAVE CAUTIONED AGAINST EXCESSIVE OPTIMISM 
BUT HIS PUBLIC STATEMENTS CONTINUE TO INDICATE THAT HE ATTACHES 
GREAT IMPORTANCE TO SADAT'S DECLARATION. ON THE OTHER HAND. 
DAYAN IS QUOTED AS SAYING A SADAT VISIT CANNOT REPLACE 
GENEVA. 

4. AL HAMISHMAR SEES SADAT'S STATEMENT AS CAUSING GREAT 
UNREST IN THE ARAB WORLD AND THE JERUSALEM POST THINKS 
THAT HIS INITIATIVE MAY BE VIEWED AS A CHALLENGE TO ASSAD 
AND THE PLO BECAUSE OF THEIR PLACING OBSTACLES ON THE 
ROAD TO GENEVA. HAARETZ'S ARAB AFFAIRS COMMENTATOR. ODED 
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ZRAI, SAYS THAT SADAT HAS TAKEN A DELIBERATE RISK AND 
POINTS TO THE DANGER OF ASSASSINATION. HE MAINTAINS 
THAT THE EGYPTIAN TACTICS ARE SIMPLY TO PROVE BEFORE THE 
WORLD THAT ISRAEL IS AFRAID OF PEACE. 

5. WHILE SOME PAPERS SEEM TO TAKE THE POSSIBILITY OF 
SADAT COMING TO ISRAEL MORE SERIOUSLY (FOR EXAMPLE 
HAARETZ) THAN OTHERS, THE PRESS IS GENERALLY MAINTAINING 
ITS SKEPTICISM THATSADAT ACTUALLY MEANS TO COME. SEVERAL 
PAPERS TODAY QUOTE CAIRO'S AL AHRAM AND EL AKHBAR AS SAY- 
ING SADAT WILL ONLY GO TO JERUSALEM IF ASSURED BEFOREHAND 
THAT ISRAEL IS PREPARED TO WITHDRAW TO THE '67 LINES AND ACCEPT 
A PALESTINIAN STATE. THUS, THE PRESS GENERALLY APPEARS TO 

BE COMING AROUND TO THE LINE (EXPRESSED BY ZRAI) THAT SADAT 
MEANS FOR ISRAEL, IN EFFECT, TO REFUSE HIS OFFER TO COME 
BY REJECTING HIS TWO CONDITIONS FOR COMING. NONETHELESS. 
COMMENTATORS CONTINUE TO DWELL UPON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF AN 
ARAB LEADER UTTERING THE HERETOFORE UNMENTIONABLE AND THE 
IMPORTANCE OF SADAT'S REPEATING THE OFFER BEFORE CODEL 
PRICE IS NOT OVERLOOKED. THE POST BELIEVES THAT SUCH AN 
EXERCISE GENERATES A DYNAMIC OF ITS OWN. 
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6. THE PRESS IS ALSO HAVING A HEYDAY SPECULATING ON 
THE EGYPTIAN PROPOSAL TO HAVE THE PALESTINIANS REPRESENTED 
BY ONE OR MORE AMERICAN PALESTINIAN PROFESSORS. THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S INITIAL REACTION WAS TO REPEAT ITS POSITION THAT ONLY 
WEST BANK AND GAZA STRIP RESIDENTS WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE. 

HOWEVER, CABINET SECRETARY ARYE NAOR INDICATED AFTER YES- 
TERDAY'S CABINET MEETING THAT SUCH A PROPOSAL WOULD BE 
GIVEN CAREFUL CONSIDERATION. 

LEWIS 
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